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Jesus as Heal er

Jesus died in our stead on the cross to redeemus fromsin with
its death and disease. It was necessary that He share in our
humanity, so that by His death He woul d destroy Satan who held

t he power of death over humanity. Heb. 2:14, John 3:14-16,

Phil. 2:5-11. Having been "reconciled to him (God) through the
death of his Son, how nmuch nore, having been reconciled, shall we
be saved through his life!™ Rom 5:10

His resurrection fromthe dead as conqueror of death was
prophesi ed by Isaiah (53:7-12) and others in scripture. The words
of One raised fromthe dead Wio foretold H's own resurrection are
sinply to be believed and heeded, for He has the "words of

eternal life.”" John 6:68. "Because |l live, you also will live,"
Jesus had prom sed His disciples, stressing the vital inportance
of Hs resurrection. John 14:19. Jesus had said H's
resurrection would be a sign of His authority. John 2:18-22,

Rom 1:4. After H s resurrection, Christ said, "All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to ne." Matt. 28.18

In the context of discussing His resurrection, scripture also
decl ares of Jesus, "For as the Father has life in hinself, so he
has granted the Son to have life in hinself. And he has given him
authority to judge because he is the Son of Man." John 5:26, 27.
A righteous judge reaches a decision and by the authority vested
in himadjusts relationships and circunstances to nmake them
right. Jesus, as the all-powerful and just judge, can justly

rel ease prisoners (sinners) fromthe bondage of death and di sease
in Hs nercy because He personally bore the prisoners' guilt. By
Hi s death on the Cross as substitute for the prisoners, Jesus has
authority to release themfromthe prison-house of the sins that
separated themfromlife as God has |ife. He can rel ease them
fromthe "law of sin and death,” and transfer theminto H's

ki ngdom of |ife where the prevailing lawis the "l aw of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus." Rom 8:2 (King Janmes Version).

Al so Heb. 7:16 (Jesus' "indestructible life" is the power of H's
pri esthood.)

As the author of life (Acts 3:15, or "Prince of life" in the King
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Janmes Version), Jesus grants life and healing to those who
acknowl edge His authority and seek by faith their remedy in His
court of grace. Dan. 7:26 ("But the court shall be seated...”
New KJV.) "But where sin increased, grace increased all the
nore, so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace m ght
rei gn through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.” Rom 5:20, 21. This scripture contrasts the
cause of death with the way back to |ife, but it is inportant to
our topic because scripture often connects death with di sease, as
well as life with healing. See Isa. 53:4, 5, 10, 11
(resurrection |life discussed after healing), Mark 3:1-5 ("to save
life" equated with healing), 5:23, 35-42, John 5:9, 21, 24-29,
John 11 (resurrection life teaching in connection with Jesus

rai sing of Lazarus who died of a sickness), Acts 3:6-26 with 4:1-
31, 10:37-43, Rev. 22:2. See also the prophesies of the Good
Shepherd as healer (Ez. 34, 2 Sam 24 esp. verse 17, Jer. 23:1-6,
30:17) in conjunction wth Jesus' declaration that as the Good
Shepherd He cane that "they may have |ife" (John 10:10), as well
as the declaration of scripture that the power of both healing
and resurrection are in the Person of the Holy Spirit (Matt.

12: 22, 28, Acts 10:38, Rom 1:4, 8:10, 11, Heb. 9:14, 1 Pet.
3:18). Jesus is also described as the Word of life (1 John 1:1)
who "preached the word" and healed (Mark 2:1-12) and "drove out
the spirits with a word and healed all the sick.” Matt. 8:16.
See also Ps. 107: 20. The life in Christ Jesus, life as the

Fat her has |ife, conquers death, as well as death's |esser

ki nsman and servant, disease.

The resurrected Christ reigns in full authority as the "Prince of
life," a termthat inplies a kingdomof life where his presence
and authority are acknow edged and wel conmed. Jesus is the Prince
Who inparts life, Wi cane that we "may have life, and have it to
the full."” John 10:10. Jesus said He was the "resurrection and
the life" (John 11:25), and proved Hi s claimby raising Lazarus
who died of a sickness. The scriptural concept of life is so
closely tied to Jesus as a Person that He is said to be our life,

the communal life of believers. Col. 3:4. See also John 17:3 --
to know t he Father and Jesus is eternal life. Healing in H s nane
is a loving denonstration of H's statenent that, "I amthe way
and the truth and the [ife. No one cones to the Father (and His
t hrone of grace and favor, Heb. 4:16) except through ne.” John
14: 6.

We can see in the followng that healing in Jesus' name is an
evidence of His authority, Hs royal status as the Prince or King
Who reigns in God' s kingdomof life.

To the evangelists sent to proclaimsalvation in H s nane, Jesus
stressed that He, the Wrd of life, be preached in power and
authority, saying, "Heal the sick who are there and tell them
"The ki ngdom of God is near you." Luke 10:9. 1In healing the man
who was blind and nute, Jesus explained, "if | drive out denons
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by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you."
Matt. 12:28

"But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth
to forgive sins...He (Jesus) said to the paralytic, | tell you,
get up, take your mat and go hone.'" WMark 2:10, 11

.Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by
m racles, wonders and signs, which God did anong you through him
as you yourselves know. " Acts 2:22

Pet er spoke to the bedfast man of the power of his resurrected
Savior, telling him " Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and take

care of your mat (bed).' |Inmediately Aeneas got up. Al those
who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw himand turned to the Lord."
Acts 9, 34, 35. In the Wiest translation, this scripture begins,

"Jesus Christ is healing you right now .."

"And the prayer offered in faith will rmake the sick person well;
the (resurrected) Lord will raise himup." Janes 5:15

"How God anoi nted Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and
power, and how he went around doi ng good and healing all who were
under the power of the devil, because God was with him" Acts
10: 38

God's Prom se of Healing

We see that Jesus healed by the Holy Spirit and woul d expect this
good work to continue. Acts 10:38, Matt. 12:28. W know that by
faith in Jesus we receive the Holy Spirit prom sed to Abraham and
his heirs (spiritual descendants). "Christ redeemed us fromthe
curse of the law by becomng a curse for us, for it is witten:
"Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.' He redeened us in
order that the blessing ("life forevernore,” Psalm 133:3) given
to Abraham m ght cone to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so
that by faith we m ght receive the promse of the Spirit." @Gl.
3:13, 14. See also Acts 2:33, Matt. 3:11-17, John 1:32-34. So we
beli eve that healing is avail able today under the Abraham c
covenant which prom sed the Holy Spirit "whom he poured out on us
generously (only) through Jesus Christ our Savior" (Titus 3:6),
the Holy Spirit Wio heals and is ours as children of Abrahan1by
faith. Rom 9:8, Gl. 3:7-9, 29

The Abraham c covenant is an everlasting covenant (CGen.17:19,

Gal . 3:15-18, 29), one in which God has prom sed to bless (give
life to and prosper) Jesus and Hi s seed. Gen.12:3, 22:17, Rom
8:34-39, 9:5-8, 33, Gl. 3:29, Heb.6:13-15, Ps. 72:17. Professor
Mccom skey says, "There is no question that Paul understood the
gospel to be related to the ancient prom se given to Abraham..
The promse is in force today as it was in the Ad Testanent (see
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Rom 4:1-8, 16-17; Gl. 3:6-9)." The Covenants of Prom se, p.
76, Baker Book House, 1985

We see references to God's promi se to Abrahamin the context of
heal i ng by the prophet Isaiah. The "Suffering Servant" (I sa.

52: 13, Jesus) -- the "man of sorrows” (lsa. 53:3) -- was to be a
healer (lsa. 53:4, 5 with Matt. 8:17) and "restore" the surviving
descendants of Abraham as well as be a light to the Gentiles.

| sa. 49:5, 6.

Wthin the Suffering Servant chapters of Isaiah that climax in
chapter 53, see also the allusion in 42:1-7 to the Messiah's
anointing with the Holy Spirit which can also be Iinked to the
prom se to Abraham and healing in the New Testanent fulfill nment
of this prophesy. See Matt. 12:15-22, 28, Gen. 12:2, 3 and Gal.
3:14, also Ps. 2 with Matt. 3:16, 17, Luke 3:22, John 1: 32-36.
Wthin the Suffering Servant chapters of |saiah, we also see a
direct reference to Abraham and blessing in Isa. 51:2, which with
verses 3 and 11 are linked to Zion, the place of confort,

restoration and joy, as well as strength. Isa. 52:1; see also
verses 2, 7, 8. Psalm133:3 tells us that Zion is the place of
"bl essing, even |ife forevernore.” Psalm2 tells us Zion is the
pl ace of the Son, the Anointed One, and "Bl essed are all who take
refuge in him" Zion is associated with God's provision to

Abraham of a |ife-saving sacrificial |anb who died in the place
of his son Isaac (Gen. 22), which is linked to Isaiah's prophesy
in 53:7 that refers to the Suffering Servant as a "lanb to the

sl aughter.” The New Testanment declares that Jesus fulfilled this
prom se. John 1:29, Acts 8:26-39. "For no matter how many

prom ses God has nmade, they are "Yes' in Christ." 2 Cor. 1:20.
Ki ng David was Abraham s descendant, and Zion is also the place
of David's sacrifice (type of the Cross) that turned away di sease
(plague). See 2 Chr. 3:1 with 1 Chr. 21 and 2 Sam 24. For
additional references to David and healing, see his prayers for
healing (Psalnms 6, 30 and 38) and his recovery to enjoy a |ong
life. 1 Chr. 29:28. See also Matt. 21:9, 14, 15. On Zion as
associ ated wi th Abraham and David, see Fausset's Bible Enc. and
Dict. on "Mdriah." Abraham and Zion and redenption (type of the
Cross) are also linked in Isa. 51 verses 2, 3, and 11

Prof essor McCom skey states, "The servant concept is

unequi vocally tied to the Abraham c prom se by |Isaiah. Peter did
not distort the theology of the O d Testanment when he connected
the work of the servant to the prom se.” The Covenants of
Promise, p. 31 citing Acts 3:25, 26 (Peter refers to the

Abr aham ¢ prom se and Jesus as God's "servant" follow ng the
healing of the crippled beggar), Gen. 22:18, and Isa. 41-53
(Suffering Servant concept generally).

For additional references to the Abraham c prom se and heal i ng,
see also Isa. 58:8, 14, Lev. 26:14-16, 25, 40-44, and the
prophesi ed Good Shepherd Who woul d heal the house of Israel
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(Abraham s descendants), Ez. 34, 2 Sam 24 especially verse 17,
Jer. 23:1-6, 30:17 John 10. The concept of blessing prom sed to
Abraham (Gen. 12:2, 3) is associated in scripture with
everlasting life (Ps. 133:3) as well as freedom from di sease.

See al so Ex. 23:25, Deut. 7:12-15, Matt. 21:9, 14

Jesus appears to refer to the promse to Abrahamin H's healing
of the "daughter of Abraham" Luke 13:16. See al so Gen. 14:18;
Mel chi zedek brings Abraham bread and wi ne after battle,

i ndi cative of the Conmunion and healing (1 Cor. 11). Melchi zedek
typifies Christ bringing us the "bread and the w ne" of the

Fat her's ki ngdom according to God's prom se to Abraham See Ps.
110: 4, Heb. 5:6, 6:17-21

So we would fully expect Jesus, the Messiah, the Christ -- the
One anointed with the Healing Holy Spirit of the Father -- to
m ni ster healing even today in H's resurrected state. This is
because Jesus cane to fulfill God's prom se in the Abrahamc
covenant, an everlasting covenant that includes healing.

Jesus was the faithful witness (Rev. 1:5) Who cane to do the
Father's will (Hebrews 10:7) and glorify the Father on earth.
John 17:1, 4, 10. Wwen we see in scripture Jesus healing the
sick, we know that we al so see the Healing Father (Jehovah-rapha)
fulfilling H's prom se to heal because we see the Father when we
see Jesus. John 12:45, 14:9-11, Col. 1:15, Heb. 1:3

"The God of Abraham |saac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has
glorified his (suffering) servant Jesus... By faith in the nane
of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was nade strong. It is
Jesus' nane and the faith that conmes through himthat has given
this conplete healing to him as you can all see.”™ Acts 3:13,

16, 17. Jesus prayed that the Father be glorified when He the
Son is glorified, so healing in Jesus' nanme glorifies both

Fat her-God and H s Son. John 17:1. See also John 14:12-14

"Then Jesus said, Did | not tell you that if you believed, you
woul d see the glory of God (in raising Lazarus who died of a
si ckness)?'" John 11:40

As believers, we are the anbassadors of Jesus sent to continue
the healing work of the Father in Jesus' nane. Healing authority
was del egated not only to apostles |ike Peter (Acts 3), but also
to those described nerely as evangelists (Philip, Acts 8:6, 21:8)
or waiters on tables. Stephen and Philip, Acts 6. 1In Hs |ove
and freedom the Father not only bl esses but nakes Hi s children a
bl essing, thus enabling themto participate in H s ki ngdom of
life. Gen. 12:2, 3 (Abraham c covenant), Ps. 133:3 which equates
bl essing with eternal life.

"I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what |
have been doing. He will do even greater things than these,
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because | amgoing to the Father. And | wll do whatever you ask
in nmy name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. You
may ask me for anything in ny nane, and I will do it." John
14:12-14. Jesus made us a kingdom and priests to serve God the
Fat her and give Hmglory (Rev. 1:5, 6), which includes bl essing
wi th healing prayer so that all can see the Father's |ove and
faithful ness.

"And these signs will acconpany those who believe: In ny name
they will drive out denons; they will speak in new tongues; they
Wi |l pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly
poison, it will not hurt themat all; they will place their hands
on sick people, and they will get well."” Mark 16:17, 18. Wile
there are special gifts associated with healing (gifts of faith,
healing, mracles and the gift of know edge, 1 Cor. 12:8-10),
this command is directed sinply to all who believe in Jesus.

Faith in Jesus' Nane and Ri ght eousness

Healing flows fromJesus' |ife and righteousness and is in His
name. The name "Jesus" means "Jehovah salvation.” The ki ngdom
of the Father and Christ is one kingdomof |ife and righteousness
(Ep. 5:5, Rev. 11:5), the kingdomin which one woul d expect to be
heal ed. "The good news of the kingdom of God and the nane of
Jesus Christ..." (Acts 8:12) is a lasting nessage of

ri ght eousness with salvation bursting forth to neet every need,

i ncl udi ng heal i ng.

Early believers prayed, "Now, Lord, consider their threats and
enabl e your servants to speak your word with great bol dness.
Stretch out your hand to heal and perform mracul ous signs and
wonders through the nane of your holy servant Jesus." Acts 4:29,
30. Jesus was the Father's "Suffering Servant” Who woul d bring
heal i ng according to the prophesy of Isaiah 53.

Peter said, "Men of Israel, why does this surprise you? Wy do
you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had nade
this man wal k? The God of Abraham |saac and Jacob, the God of
our fathers, has glorified his (righteous, suffering) servant

Jesus..." Acts 3:12, 13, Isa. 53:11

The O d Testanent foretold that the Prom sed one, the Messiah
woul d bring righteousness with healing. "But for you who revere
ny name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing inits
wings." Malachi 4:2. W see here a |link between healing and
Jesus, the "sun of righteousness.” This |ink between healing and

Jesus' righteousness was al so foretold by Isaiah. See Isa. 53:4,
5 11 with Matt. 8:16 and 1 Pet. 2:24, Isa. 51:5, 6 (in the
Suffering Servant context), and |Isa. 58:8.

Jerem ah spoke of Jesus as the "Lord our Ri ghteousness"” in the
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context of His role as the Good Shepherd, whose duties were to

i nclude healing. Jer. 23:1-6, 2 Sam 24:17, 21, Ez. 34:4, 15,

16, 23, John 10:10; see also Jer. 30:17 and Janes 5:14-16. Jesus
(the Righteous one, Isa 53:11, 1 John 2:1) was sent by the

Ri ght eous Fat her (John 17:25) that we m ght have the

ri ght eousness of God given to us by faith in Jesus. Phil. 3:9,
Rom 3:21, 22, 4:13, 9:30, 1 Cor. 1:30, 2 Cor. 5:21, @l. 3:6,
Isa. 61:10, 11. This righteousness is present tense, so that
Jesus' never-failing and everlasting righteousness (lIsa. 51:6-8)
and healing in His nane are still avail abl e today.

This righteousness is available by faith and has to do with a
personal conmitnent to Jesus, even narriage relationship with the
Lord Who is our righteousness. 1 Cor. 1:30. Believers are told
to "clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ (Rom 13:14), in
t he weddi ng "robe of righteousness.” Isa. 61:10, Matt. 22:11,

Rev. 19:7, 8. W belong to Jesus the Bridegroom (John 3:29) in
marriage rel ationship, and so can walk in close, living
relationship wwth Hm the author of life. Scripture teaches
that for this marriage to Jesus to be possible, it was first
necessary that our "nmarriage" to the | aw covenant be annul | ed.

We can attain righteousness before God by grace through faith in
Jesus, or we can struggle alone to achieve perfect obedience to
God's law, a standard too high to attain. Jesus redeened H s
bride by H's death, which sets aside His bride's "narriage" to
the law and its death penalty. Romans 7:1-6. See al so Eph.
5:22-32

Jesus' righteousness is credited to the bride in conjunction with
their marriage contract and marital union. The believer is
deened worthy of |ife because of this righteousness, so that
Jesus can fulfill Hs claimthat He cane to inpart life. John
10:10. Romans 5:21 tells us that grace reigns "through

ri ght eousness to bring eternal |ife through Jesus Christ our
Lord." The Father's blessing of Jesus the Bridegroomis forever.
Rom 9:5. Paul also states that the believer's "spirit is alive
because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him (the Father)
who rai sed Jesus fromthe dead is living in you, he who raised
Christ fromthe dead will also give life to your nortal bodies
through his Spirit, who lives in you.” Rom 8:10, 11

Ri ght eous acts are said to be a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22,
23), the Spirit Wwo gives life. 2 Cor. 3:6. See also Phil

1: 11, 19. The Holy Spirit seeks out, prepares and brings to the
Bri degroom Hi s bride, who is to arrive without spot or winkle
(Ep. 5:27), a proper bride prepared for the living Savior, the
Prince of life. Rev. 19:7. For an old Testanent type of the
Holy Spirit as one sent for the bride, see Gen. 24. 1In the
Abraham c prom se of the Holy Spirit Who both heals and raises
fromthe dead, the Father has made full and | oving provision for
H s Son's wedding and H's Son's bride. See also John 20:17,
where God can be seen as the Father of both the Bridegroom and
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bri de.

Heal i ng and the Cross

Jesus has authority to mnster life and healing to Hi s bride
because He bore the sins of the world unto death, for the wages
of sinis death. Rom 6:23

| sai ah prophesied in his fanmous fifty-third chapter that healing
woul d flow fromthe sufferings of the Messiah, the "man of
sorrows" (lsa. 53:3, also called Imanuel, God with us, I|sa.
7:14) .

"Surely he (Jesus) took up our infirmties and carried our
sorrows, yet we considered himstricken by God, snmitten by him
and afflicted. (verse 4) But he was pierced for our
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishnment
t hat brought us peace was upon him and by his wounds we are

heal ed. (verse 5). W all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of
us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on himthe
iniquity of us all. (verse 6) He was oppressed and afflicted,

yet he did not open his nouth; he was led like a lanb to the

sl aughter (inplies death; see also verses 8-12), and as a sheep
before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his nmouth.”
verse 7.

This Suffering Servant, after abandoning H nself to death in
reliance of the Father's promse to raise Hm would be raised
fromthe dead (verses 10-12) to inherit famly (verse 10) and
"spoils" (verse 12) with "everlasting joy" to give those He
redeened by Hi s righteous sacrifice. Isa. 53:10, 51:11, Ps.
16: 9- 11, Acts 2:27-36, John 16:20-22, 17:13 ("ny joy wthin
them'), Rom 14:17, Heb. 1:9, 12:2

As a professor would conbine a lecture with a | aboratory
denonstration, the book of Matthew tells us that Jesus taught and
denonstrated that |saiah's prophesy enconpassed healing in the
natural realm

"When eveni ng cane, nmany who were denon-possessed were brought to
him and he drove out the spirits with a word and healed all the
sick. This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet
| saiah: "He took up our infirmties and carried our diseases.
Matt. 8:16, 17 fromlsa. 53:4, which can only nean that Jesus
proclained that H's sufferings as prophesied by |Isaiah would
result in physical as well as spiritual salvation, since the
context is one in which the people were being heal ed physically
as evidence of the authority and life in Christ Jesus, and the
fruit of His redenptive work of vicarious suffering.

Mat t hew quot es Jesus as speaking of the fourth verse of Isaiah's
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prophesy, but the fifth verse also clearly speaks of healing. In
the Hebrew, the word "healed"” is "rapha,” the same word used in
Exodus 15:26 - "I amthe Lord, who heals you. (Jehovah-rapha)."
If healing were not for today, it would nean that one of the
God' s nanes (Jehovah-rapha) which He used to describe H's
character and Fatherly provision had ceased to be a true

I ndication of H's character and loving care -- but healing is for
today. Peter cites the fifth verse as follows: "He hinself
(Jesus) bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we m ght
die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have
been healed."” 1 Peter 2:24. Note the close connection in this
scripture between life and righteousness and heal i ng.

Peter also cites the sixth verse of I|saiah's prophesy as foll ows:
"For you were |ike sheep going astray, but now you have returned
to the Shepherd and overseer of your souls.” 1 Peter 2:25.
Al'though it is | ess obvious, this also echoes the story of
healing in scripture (including restoration of the soul) because
it was foretold that anong Hi s duties, the Good Shepherd (Jesus)
when He canme would heal the "flock." 2 Sam 24:17, 21, Ez. 34:4,
15, 16, 23; also John 10:10, 11 in conjunction with such
scriptures as Acts 10:38. See also Jer. 23:1-6, 30:17, Ps. 23:1-
3.

In the seventh verse of Isaiah's prophecy, we see a transition
fromJesus as the Good Shepherd to Jesus as the "lanmb" or
substitute for the sheep (Gen. 22:8, John 1:29, Acts 8:26-39
where Philip taught that Jesus was the sacrificial "lanmb" in

| sai ah' s prophesy). Wthin Isaiah's nessage of salvation in the
full est sense, we can again see an allusion to healing in
connection with the "passover |anb". "For Christ, our Passover

| anb, has been sacrificed." 1 Cor. 5:7. There is healing in the
w ne and bread of the Conmunion, showing forth the Lord' s death
until our resurrected Lord returns, our conmon union or sharing
in that message, our comon belief that Jesus' work of the Cross
(H s death) causes death, with its disease, to "pass over." Yet
Paul's writings teach that partaking of the Conmunion in an
unwort hy manner can result in sickness, even death.

"For anyone who eats and drinks w thout recognizing the body of
the Lord eats and drinks judgnment on hinself. That is why many
anong you are weak and sick, and a nunber of you have fallen

asl eep (died prematurely). But if we judged ourselves, we would
not come under judgnment. Wien we are judged by the Lord, we are
bei ng disciplined so that we will not be condemmed with the
world.”™ 1 Cor. 11.29-32

The Corinthian church was not even taki ng Comruni on together as a
body. There were divisions, and efforts to humliate or even
excl ude the poor nenbers of the body. W nust always renenber
that we are all "nenbers of one body" (Eph. 4:25), and that

Christ died "once for all."™ Heb. 10:10. There is healing in the
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Communi on, but sickness can result if that celebration is

sl andered by irreverence, including treating brothers or sisters
in such a way as to not recogni ze them as nenbers of H s body and
so deny that Jesus also died for them See also 2 Chr. 30:15-20.
Such conduct is not truly showng forth the death of the Lord
which is celebrated in the Communion. 1 Cor. 11:26

In the A d Testanent, the passover was instituted while Israel
was in slavery in Egypt (Exodus 12). |Israel marched out of Egypt
wi t hout "one feeble person anong their tribes."” Psal m 105: 37,
Amplified translation. This is a blessed picture of God's grace,
but God later inposed conditions in covenants with Israel. This
is true of the law given on M. Sinai wherein disobedience
results in sickness and di sease. Deut. 28. W also see fromthe
"heal i ng covenant” of Exodus 15:26 that freedom from sickness
requi red perfect obedience to God's commands.

"He said, "If you listen carefully to the voice of the Lord your
God and do what is right in his eyes, if you pay attention to his
commands and keep all his decrees, | will not bring on you any of

t he di seases | brought on the Egyptians, for I amthe Lord, who
heal s you." Exodus 15: 26

Jesus fulfilled the healing covenant as He fulfilled the |aw, by
perfect obedience and faithfulness to the Father. Lev. 26: 14,
Deut. 28:1, 58; Matt. 5:17, Rom 5:19, Gl. 3:10-14, 4:4, 5, 5:3,
4, 1 Pet. 2:22-24, Heb. 8:13, Janes 2:10. Jesus was heal thy and
transmitted life and healing to those who touched Hmin faith
(Mark 5:24-34), as He still does today. Malachi tells us that a
di seased offering woul d have been abhorrent to God (Ml achi 1:8),
and Peter tells us Jesus was as a "lanb w thout blem sh or
defect.” 1 Pet. 1:19. Matthewtells us He bore "our diseases."
Matt. 8:17. Jesus, neeting the righteousness requirenents of the
heal i ng covenant, was free of disease and could bless others with
| i ke freedomthrough faith. Ex. 15:26, also Ex. 23:22-26, Deut.
7:11-15, Deut. 28

W see in the healings by Jesus the evidence that Hi s perfect
faithful ness to the Father satisfied the righteous requirenents
of the law and the healing covenant of Exodus 15:26. For
exanpl e, He heal ed fever, nentioned specifically as a curse of
the law, in Peter's nother-in-law and the nobl eman's son. Deut.
28:22, Matt. 8:15, Luke 4:38, 39, John 4:46-54. In H's
resurrected state, we again see Jesus healing this curse of the
| aw when Paul prayed against the fever of Publius' father. Acts
28:7-10. Simlarly, Jesus would heal various cases of blindness
nmenti oned specifically as a curse of the law. Deut. 28:28, Mtt.
9:27-33, 12:22-37, 20:29-34, 21:14, Mark 8:22-26, 10:46-52, Luke
18: 35-43, John 9

Only Jesus fulfilled this "healing covenant,"” so that we can now
be healed in Hs name by His gift of righteousness. "For just as
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t hrough the di sobedi ence of the one man (Adam the many were nmade
sinners, so also through the obedi ence of the one man (Jesus) the
many wi Il be made righteous.” Romans 5:19. "God made hi m (Jesus)
who had no sin to be sin (or be a sin offering, NIV footnote) so
that in himwe m ght becone the righteousness of God." 2 Cor.
5:21. It isonly "in Hm that there is H s righteousness and
the protection of the healing covenant of Exodus 15:26. G ven
God' s requirenment of perfect obedience for healing, one would
expect the Heal er prophesied by Isaiah to be both righteous and
suffering, so that H's redeened can be counted as having H s

ri ght eousness and t hereby be considered worthy of life and

heal i ng. "(B)ecause of what he has experienced, ny righteous
Servant shall nmake many to be counted righteous before God, for
he shall bear all their sins.” lIsa. 53:11, The Living Bible.

Besi des this fanpbus prophesy of Jesus depicted in chapter 53 of

| sai ah, there are many instances in the A d Testanent that
foreshadow or typify that healing would result fromthe work of
the Cross. Abinelech brought offerings for atonenent (type of
Cross) with a request for healing prayer by Abraham Gen 20: 14-
18. The Levites (type of Jesus as our CGo-Between with God) were
to serve in the Tabernacl e and nake an atonement for the children
of Israel (type of the church) that there would be no pl ague
"when they go near the sanctuary.” Nunbers 8:19. W are to
dwell in the shelter of God, stay in H's shelter - abiding in
Jesus - so the plague or pestilence will not come near us. Ps.
91. See also Ex. 30:11-16 (atonenment tax, the sane for all, so
that no plague woul d cone).

Another O d Testanent exanple is in the executions of responsible
parti es which saved the rest of Israel (the church) froma
terrible plague. Nunbers 25. See especially verse 4 depicting

t he deaths of the "heads" of Israel (King James Version), which
is a type of Jesus as head of the church and Savi or of the
col l ective body of believers (Eph. 5:23), with verse 8 depicting
piercing by a spear which, like Isa. 53:5, also foreshadows Jesus
on the Cross. The person who executed judgnent by the sword
received as a reward an everlasting priesthood, which al so
typifies Jesus' reward for accepting the Cross that woul d save
“"Israel." See Ps. 106:30, Heb. 6:20, 7:17, 21.

For other old Testament accounts of healing arising from
atonenent or in the context of the tenple with its sacrifices,
see also 2 Chr. 7:11-16, 1 Kings 8:37-49, 2 Chr. 6:28-31, 30:18-
27, and Ps. 103:2, 3, "Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not
all his benefits -- who forgives all your sins (as a result of
faith in the Cross) and heals all your diseases.”

There woul d be no salvation, or healing which is an inportant
conponent of salvation, wthout the Cross. Jesus would not have
been able to reach us in our fallen condition w thout the Cross.
Jesus without the Cross would sinply have been no hel p, would not
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have net our need for a Redeener. See Heb. 2.

Heal i ng and Confession of Sin

Even as Christians, we are required to confess our sins and | ead
ot hers to repentance, renouncing whatever agreenent we have had
with Satan's ki ngdom of sin and death. 1 John 1:7-10

"Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil.
This will bring health to your body and nourishnment to your
bones." Proverbs 3:7, 8

"Sone are fools, (made ill) because of the way of their
transgressions, and afflicted because of their iniquities; They
| oat he every kind of food, and they draw near to the gates of
death." Psalm 107:17, 18, Anplified Bible that includes the
par ent hetical insert.

"I's any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church

to pray over himand anoint himwth oil in the nane of the Lord.
And the prayer offered in faith will nake the sick person well;
the Lord wll raise himup. |If he has sinned, he wll be

forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for
each other so that you nmay be heal ed. The prayer of a righteous
man i s powerful and effective.” James 5:14-16, which again
shows a connection between healing and righteousness, this tine
in the context of prayers by both | eaders (elders) and the

ordi nary believer.

God is not a respecter of persons, and He consistently tells al

of Hs famly to be inpartial in their treatnment of others and to
repent of sins if they are to avoid judgnent. Mriam Moses
sister and a prophetess, was struck with | eprosy when she
chal l enged Moses' authority as | eader. Numbers 12. King
Jeroboam s hand withered, lost living vitality, when he tried to
seize God's prophet. 1 Kings 13:4. W see that God treats
everyone inpartially, and may judge even famly and royalty
(believers, Rev 1:6 King Janes Version).

The believer, the bride of Christ, can wander past the protective
boundaries of the Father's kingdomof life and light, and in fact
"wal k in the darkness"” (1 John 1:6) where pestilence abides. See
John 8:12, 1 Tim 6:16, Rom 13:12, 2 Cor. 6:17, 1 John 1:5-7,

Ps. 91:6 and the rest of this psal mwhich enphasi zes nmaki ng God
our dwelling place as protection from di sease and ot her harm
Conpare Col. 1:12-14. The Corinthian letter tells us that the
New Test anent believer can be judged with sickness without being
condemmed, kicked out of God's famly. 1 Cor. 11:29-32. This
chastisenent that falls short of condemmati on appears to
illustrate the "curse for a curse" principle of the still valid
Abraham ¢ covenant. The Father's kingdomis one of blessing, but
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it also contains a protective curse against all those who would
curse. Mny of man's systens do not provide for a mnus to evil
and harm but God' s governnent does so provide.

God said to Abraham "I wll make you into a great nation and |
wll bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a
blessing. | will bless those who bl ess you, and whoever curses

you | will curse; and all peoples on earth will be bl essed
t hrough you." Gen. 12:2, 3

Scripture teaches us that a believer (seed of Abraham should

bl ess, but that the believer can still curse. Rom 12:14, Janes
3:9. We can still plant outside of the Father's kingdom (sow to
the flesh and reap corruption rather than sowto the Spirit and
reap eternal life, Gal. 6:8), live after the sinful nature (Rom
8:12), and have a sinful mnd which is |inked to death rather
than life and healing. Rom 8:6

It is a serious matter to sin against a brother or sister,
because we actually sin against the Lord W died for them W

di scussed above that sickness and premature death may result when
we hum liate or exclude brothers of sisters, not recognizing them
as nmenbers of the body when we partake of Conmmuni on (show forth

t he death of Jesus which was once for all). See 1 Cor. 11:29-32
in context; Heb. 10:10. Jesus told Paul that to persecute H's
church was to persecute "ne." Acts 9:4, 5. In the Ad Testanent,
when Abi nmel ech took Sarah into his harem even though he didn't
know t hat she was Abrahamis wife, God told Abinelech that a sin
agai nst Abraham and Sarah was a sin against "ne." Gen. 20:6.
When Abi nel ech brought a sacrificial gift (type of the Cross), he
and his wife and household were heal ed of a nal ady that prevented
them from having children. Gen. 20:17, 18. See also Matt. 18:5,
6, 25:40, Mark 9:33-42 and Luke 9:46-50, 1 Cor. 8:11, 12

| sai ah (chapter 58) teaches us that sincere repentance and
fasting yield answers to prayer, and bl essings of the Abrahamc
covenant (verse 14) that include healing. Isaiah told Israel
(the church), "Then your light will break forth |ike the dawn,
and your healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness
will go before you, and the glory of the Lord will be your rear
guard."” verse 8. Again we see righteousness closely associ at ed
with healing. The sins nentioned in Isaiah 58 include exploiting
wor kers, strife and malicious talk, turning away fromfamly, not
spending time delighting in the Lord, and failing to share food
with the hungry, clothe the naked, etc. Sonme of these sins are
rem ni scent of those associated with sickness and prenmature death
inthe Corinthian letter. 1 Cor. 11:17-34

It is scriptural to pray for the benefits of the Abraham c
covenant, which include healing, by hunbling ourselves before God
and confessing not only our sins but the sins of our ancestors
(generational iniquities). Lev. 26:14-16, 40-44. W can inherit
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not only traits and tendenci es of our ancestors, but also

physi cal nal adi es and even judgenents that should be brought to
God with a heart of repentance and requests for forgiveness in
Jesus' nane.

We shoul d al so expressly repent of our ties, and those of our
ancestors, with cults and the occult, including astrology (Isa.
47:13), good luck charns, asking advice of tea | eaves, fortune
tellers even visited in fun, anything not of God, such as tarot
cards, the gane Dungeons and Dragons, fascination with G eek
gods, "channeling" of spirits, nmediuns, Satanic nusic, etc. Lev.
19: 26-28, 31; 20:27; Deut. 18:10-15; 2 Kings 17:16-18, 21:5-7,
23:24; lsaiah 2:6, 8:19, 47:13, 65:3, 4; Jer. 8:2, 27:8-10; Ez.
13:6, 7, 17-23; Mcah 3:7, 5:12-15; Nahum 3:4, Mal. 3:5; Matt.
24:24; Acts 8:9-24, Ch. 13, 16:16 (West translation notes this
denon is associated with G eek pagan worship), Acts 19:19, Gl
5:19, 20; 1 Tim 4:1, 2, Rev. 9:20, 21, 18:10, 23, 21:8, 22:14,
15. Sexual inmmorality can also be associated with sacrifices to
fal se gods (denmons) and sickness |leading to a quick death.
Nunbers 25

Wi |l e repentance i s good, we nust guard agai nst self-

ri ght eousness and renenber that Jesus is our righteousness. 1
Cor. 1:30. W nmust not judge a sick brother or sister and assune
that sickness results from personal sin. There are nmany
instances in scripture where the innocent are afflicted with
sickness or disability. W nust cone to the Lord enpty-handed of
judgment, but rather filled with faith that the Lord' s work of
the Cross will bring healing. For exanple, Janes 5:15 tells us
in praying for the sick that "if" the person has sinned, the
person will be forgiven. Job was afflicted with severe boils,
yet God tells us that Satan's attack was not caused by Job. Job
2:3

Heal ing and Spiritual Warfare

Scripture teaches that Satan is a spiritual being who is beyond
sal vation or repentance because he | ed heavenly and earthly
rebellions despite his intimte know edge of God. Gen. 3, I|sa.
14:12-17, Ez. 28:11-15, John 16:11, Rev. 12, 20:10. Satan is the
thief, the one who kills and destroys. John 10:10. He binds and
di storts the body (Luke 13:10-17) and strikes with disease. Job
2:7. He and his denbns can cause rage, irrational behavior and

enotional problens as in the case of King Saul. 1 Sam 18:10.
They cause terrible suffering, gnashing of teeth, bruising, and
will throw a hel pl ess person into fire or water. Matt. 17:14-21,

Mark 9:14-29, Luke 9:37-43. Satan and his denpbns can cause
persons to be blind and unable to speak. Matt. 12:22-37. Satan
and his denons can cripple, as in the case of the woman who coul d
not straighten up. Luke 13:11
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Satan al so works to hide the truth about Jesus, and wants us to
bl anme God for illness, rather than acknow edgi ng the healing
power of Jesus' redenptive work on the Cross and the Father's
grace that effected the Cross. "The god of this age has blinded
the m nds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the |ight of

t he gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the inmage of God." 2
Cor. 4:4. Yet with serious sin, God can have the believer turned
over to Satan so he will learn to run fromsin and its fruit, so
that the spirit will be saved. 1 Cor. 5:1-5; see also 1 Tim

| : 20.

In our warfare against Satan and denonic forces to reclaim
heal i ng and whol eness, we nust put on the whole arnor of God and
be strong in the power of H's mght. Ephesians 6:10-18. W nust
use the Wrd of God (healing scriptures), "And pray in the Spirit
on all occasions (even when healthy to prevent attacks) with al

ki nds of prayers and requests. Wth this in mnd, be alert and
al ways keep on praying (persevere) for all the saints.” Eph.

6: 18

When Abraham returned frombattle, he was bl essed by Ml chi zedek,
as we are now bl essed by Jesus Wio is our H gh Priest and was
typified by Ml chi zedek Gen. 14, Ps. 110:4, Heb. 5:6, 6:17-20.
Mel chi zedek brought bread and wine (CGenesis 14:18), which al so
signify the Lord's provision for salvation, including healing.

Whet her the problemis one of personal sin or an unprovoked
attack by Satan, Jesus' Cross purchased out of judgenent our

sal vation for body, soul and spirit. Jesus was to bring forth
justice (or judgnent) by the Cross unto victorv (Matt. 12:17-21,

| saiah 42:1-4), so that God is faithful and just to forgive
confessed sin with its death. 1 John 1:9. He is also faithful
to defend those under Satan's attack who call on Jesus' nane. W
can show forth tangi bl e evidence of God's faithfulness to Hi s
prom se to Abraham and the victory that God vested in Jesus' nane
t hrough our healing prayers, as did Stephen and nany others in
scripture.

"And Stephen, full of grace and power, was constantly perforn ng
great mracles anong the people that aroused wonder and
amazenent, and mracles that had for their purpose the
attestation of the nessage of the one performng the mracle as
one that was inspired of God." Acts 6:8, West translation. See
al so Acts 9:34, 35, where many turned to the Lord because of the
victory wought in the healing prayer of Peter.

Jesus and the Father rejoice when the power of the Cross is
evi denced by healing in Jesus' nane.

When the evangelists returned to report their victory over the
"power of the eneny" (Luke 10:19), "Jesus, full of joy through
the Holy Spirit, said, | praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and
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earth, because you have hidden these things fromthe w se and
| earned, and revealed themto little children. Yes, Father, for
this was your good pleasure.”

Invitation to Know Jesus the Heal er as Savior

We began with this thought that Jesus cane to reign in the
kingdomof life, as the "Prince of life" (Acts 3:15, KJV) who
"has life in hinmself" as the "Father has life in hinmself." John
5:26. A king cannot give his subjects what he does not have, and
Jesus cane to give us life as He has life, even eternal l|ife.
"... (T)he Lord bestows his blessing, even |ife forevernore."

Ps. 133:3. "For God so |oved the world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in himshall not perish but have
eternal life." John 3:16, one of many scriptures that portray
the Father's role in the Cross. Wile only Jesus "tasted death
for everyone,” it was all "by the grace of God." Heb. 2:9

Only Jesus the Savior has authority to place believers as famly
menbers into the kingdomof life, while delivering them out of
t he ki ngdom of sin and death, having nade a bl ood-stained Cross-

way of escape out of that kingdom "Yet to all who received him
to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to becone
children of God -- children born not of natural descent, nor of
human deci sion or a husband's will, but born of God." John 1:12.

W all bring to the problem of salvation fromdeath and the over-
powering evils of this world a sad state of strengthl essness, but
the good news is that we are saved when we cone to God enpty-
handed of our own works, confessing redenption by faith in the
death and resurrection of H's Son who died in order to be our
Savi or.

"Yet to all who received Hm to those who believed in H s nane,
He gave the right to becone children of God." John 1:12

"Jesus saith unto him | amthe way, the truth, and the life: no
man cometh unto the Father but by ne."” John 14:6 (KJV).

"And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life,
and this lifeis in his Son. He that hath the Son hath |life; and
he that hath not the Son of God hath not life." 1 John 5:11

(KIV) .

"For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." Rom
3:23

"That if you confess with your nmouth, “Jesus is Lord,' and

believe in your heart that God raised Hmfromthe dead, you wl|
be saved." Rom 10:9
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"The Spirit and the bride say , Cone!," And |let himwho hears
say, Cone!,' \Whoever is thirsty, let himcone; and whoever
wi shes, let himtake the free gift of the water of life. Rev.
22: 17
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