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THE BLESS- ONLY PRI NCI PLE
| nt roducti on

| believe the Father's kingdomof life is essentially a kingdom
of blessing. |In Jesus, we see the Blessing, and how we are to

bl ess consistent with the principles of the kingdom The bl esser
is hinmself blessed; blessing multiplies because it has the nature
of the Father. The cursing one is cursed because he cones

agai nst the Father's kingdom and God will protect those whom He
makes a "blessing," as He prom sed Abraham Cenesis 12:2, 3.

It is a dynamc kingdomfilled with the activity of God, and the
deci sion not to bless puts one in open-faced di sagreement with
the Father. To see blessing done to perfection in Jesus and to
decline to participate in the blessing is to be excluded fromthe
Fat her' s ki ngdom

The first words God spoke to Abrahamwere to tell himthat H s

was a ki ngdom of blessing. Genesis 12:2, 3. In an extended
study of healing scriptures, | began to see a connection in
heal i ng and the Abraham c covenant: |saiah 58:8, 14 ("thine
health shall spring forth speedily... (as part of) the heritage

of Jacob thy father"; Luke 13:16 ("and ought not this woman,
bei ng a daughter of Abraham whom Satan hath bound, |0, these

ei ghteen years, be |l oosed fromthis bond on the sabbath day?");
and Acts 1:4, 5, 2:33, 3:6, 13, 25 (Jesus received the pronise of
the Holy Spirit, then in addressing the crowd that marvel ed at
the healing of the man at the gate called Beautiful, Peter

al ludes to the "covenant which God made with our fathers, saying
unto Abraham And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the
earth be blessed." Genesis 12:2, 3, 22:18).

Fulfilling the covenant "in thy seed" nmeans Christ and those "in
Christ" as the spiritual seed of Abraham (Gal atians 3, especially
verses 16 and 29), who are called "the Israel of God." Gl atians
6:16. The fleshly circuntision that was the sign of the
Abr aham c¢ covenant (Cenesis 17:10, John 7:22, Acts 7:8) was
repl aced by the circuntision of the "heart, in the spirit...
Romans 2:29. "For in Christ Jesus (the true realization of the
Abraham c prom se) neither circuntision availeth any thing, nor
unci rcuncti sion, but a new creature.” Galatians 6:15. Jesus said,
"But if I cast out devils (and so heal the blind, dunb man) by
the Spirit of God (the Spirit of the Father, Matthew 10: 20), then
t he ki ngdom of God is cone unto you." WMatthew 12:28. The Holy
Spirit by Whom Jesus heal ed and continues to heal was and is the
Spirit of prom se. Luke 24:49, John 14:26, Acts 1:4, 5, 2:33,

Gal atians 3:7-14, 26-29, Ephesians 1:13. The scripture tells us
the Holy Spirit is the promse made to Abraham "(Jesus was nade
a curse for us) That the blessing of Abraham m ght cone on the
Gentiles through Jesus Christ: that we mght receive the prom se
of the Spirit through faith." Galatians 3:14.




The Abrahami c covenant is an "everlasting covenant” (CGenesis
17:7), as is the New Covenant. Hebrews 13:20. "And the
scripture, forseeing that God would justify the heathen through
faith, preached before ("in advance,”™ NV transl ation,

"bef orehand,” Wiest translation) the gospel (the "everlasting
gospel ," Revelation 14:6) unto Abraham saying, In thee shall al
nations be blessed.” Galatians 3:8 referring to Genesis 12:2, 3.

"And | will nmake of thee a great nation, and | will bless thee,
and nmake thy nane great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I
will bless themthat bless thee, and curse himthat curseth thee:
and in thee (in Christ who "took on himthe seed of Abraham™
Hebrews 2:16) shall all famlies of the earth be bl essed.”
Cenesis 12:2, 3.

| cane to see these scriptures which were the first God gave to
Abraham as not just historical but preceding and surviving the
| aw t hat waxed old with the com ng of the new covenant.

Gal atians 3, Hebrews 8. The Abraham c covenant was to be
"everl asting" despite the passing of the outward sign of
circuntision, and in these scriptures God described essentially
how Hi s ki ngdom and Christ's ki ngdom (which are one ki ngdom
Ephesians 5:5, 1 Corinthians 15:24) would operate, and the
principle was one of blessing. "I wll bless,"” God said, which
is a statement of grace because God starts the process of

bl essi ng, "commanded the bl essing, even |ife for evernore.”
Psal m 133:3. G ace is often defined as "unnerited favor" but |
see it nore as CGod's activity that works (bl esses) in the object
of His favor. Luke 2:40 (the grace of God was upon the child
Jesus).

There is a hint of the new birth in the statenent "thou shalt be
a blessing," taking on the nature of the Blesser Hnself. It was
a matter of gradual revelation that the blessing would spread to
all the famlies of the earth "in thee," nmeaning Christ the seed
of Abraham and the famly of spiritual seed by faith. There is a
bl essing-for-a-blessing principle ("I will bless themthat bless
thee,"” nmeaning the entire famly of faith) and a protective
curse-for-a-curse principle ("I will...curse himthat curseth
thee), all of which we can see in Jesus' teachings and the |ater
New Testanent witings, such as 1 Peter 3:9, "Not rendering evil
for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariw se bl essing;
knowi ng that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a

bl essing. "

Bl essing has to do with our speech (Ephesians 4:29, Janmes 3:8, 9,
4:11) but also our works and even our attitudes; one can bl ess
with the nmouth yet "curse inwardly.” Psalm62:4. And while
don't profess to bless with perfection or anywhere near it, |
have cone to realize that our job as Christians is precisely and
sinply to bless, and that revelation and attitude can literally
change your life as it has mne. The utter sinplicity of it is
one of its nicest features, and the nore |I grow in understandi ng



of the Lord, the nore I am convinced that H s singlem ndedness is
what is nost baffling to us, because we are so unlike H min that
way. Blessing is very serious business in the Father's ki ngdom
because it is Hs work and He will not be prevented from

bl essing, as we see with the story of Jonah who begrudged God
preaching His blessing to Israel's enemes. There is also the
very serious curse-for-a-curse principle alongside the bless-only
principle of the Father's kingdom which | believe we see in the
j udgnment that cane on in Corinthian church, born-again believers,
who failed to discern the Lord' s body, neaning at |east in part
that they failed to discern that the Lord' s death was for the
whol e church. God help us to bless as Jesus' taught us, and to
wal k in the "ful ness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ."
Romans 15: 29

The Nature of Bl essing

"The Lord bl ess thee, and keep thee: The Lord nake his face

shi ne upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: The Lord |ift up his
count enance upon thee, and give thee peace (as Jesus, the

Bl essed, Matthew 21:9, John 12:13, Who is the source of our joy,
John 16:20-25, 17:13, received His joy fromthe countenance of
the Father, Acts 2:28, Psalm 16:11, Hebrews 1:9). And they (the
priests, which we are, Revelation 1:6) shall put ny name upon the
children of Israel (spiritual Israel, Galatians 3, 6:16); and |
will bless them" Nunbers 6:24-27.

"The bl essing of the Lord be upon you: we bless you in
the nane of the Lord." Psalm 129:8

"(T)he Lord conmanded the bl essing, even life for evernore
Psal m 133: 3

"For the law of the Spirit of [ife in Christ Jesus hath nmade ne
free fromthe law of sin and death."” Romans 8: 2

| believe the nature of blessing is in the nature of God and

Hs |[ife, and therefore has power resident in it. Pastor

Clayton ol liher of Hope for Honel ess Youth, Hollywood, speaks of
the "power of blessing”" as "transmitting God's life fromone to
anot her."

According to Strong's dictionary, the Hebrew word transl ated

"bl essing"” in Psalns 129 and 133 conmes fromthe word transl ated
"bl ess” in Nunmbers 6 above, which has a root neaning "to kneel."
The "l ess (even the unlovely, the non-blesser) is blessed of the
better” (Hebrews 7:7), and so to reach us with eternal |ife, both
the Father and Son had to descend and serve, bringing the



provi sion only They had.

"For as the Father hath life in hinself; so hath he given to the
Son to have life in hinmself. John 5:26

"And this is |life eternal, that they m ght know thee the only
true God (the Father, John 17:1), and Jesus Christ, whomthou
hast sent." John 17: 3.

"That which was fromthe begi nning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which we have | ooked upon, and our hands
have handl ed, of the Wrd of |ife (Jesus); For the life was
mani f ested, and we have seen it and bear w tness, and shew unto

you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was
mani fested unto us;...and truly our fellowship is with the
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ... continue in the Son, and

in the Father. And this is the prom se that he hath prom sed us,
even eternal life." 1 John 1:1-3, 2:24, 25. (Eternal lifeis in
God's prom se of the Holy Spirit to Abraham Gal atians 3: 14,
Jesus' prayer of John 17, and pre-dates the world. Titus 1.2.)

The story of Christianity is that of the God of all provision Wo
st oops and serves, elimnating the need for the unqualified to
say "I will ascend." Isaiah 14:13, 14. Sin is unnecessary. As
the God of provision, He elimnates the need to be mserly with
H's blessings for fear they will run out.

"Jesus (blessing froma source of strength) know ng that the

Fat her had given all things into his hands, and that he was cone
from God, and went to God; He riseth fromsupper, and | aid aside
his garnents; and took a (servant's) towel, and girded hinself.
After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the
disciples' feet, and to wpe themwith the towel wherewi th he was
girded."” John 13:3-5. Conpare Psal m93:1

Jesus said He could only do what He saw the Father do (John
5:19), and so we also see here the heart of the Father, the
Servant-in-Charge, in service to H's creation, giving H's
children an exanple, and so showi ng us blessing is a process, a
famly matter in which we are to participate.

The Philippians letter also cites the mind of Christ in enptying
Hi nself of Hi s heavenly glory to take the formof a servant and
the |likeness of a man, hunmbling H nself even to the death of the
cross, as our exanple to "esteemother better than thensel ves"
and "l ook not every man on his own things, but every man al so on
the things of others."™ Philippians 2:3-8, which continues to say
that "Werefore God also hath highly exalted him and given hima
name which is above every nane."” The one who stoops to bless is



not di m ni shed, but bl essed because he or she brings what is of
God that multiplies as the | oaves and fishes which Jesus brake,
gave thanks and bl essed. Mark 6:38-44. He bl esses because He
has first received of the Lord, materially, as Jesus acknow edged
in H s thanksgiving to the Father, and spiritually, as wth Jesus
to Wiomthe Father "giveth not the Spirit by measure..." John
3:34

"Bl essed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
bl essed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in
Christ Jesus" Ephesians 1:3. See also Acts 1:4, 5, 2:22, 33,
3:6-13, 4:10

As bringing the things of the Lord, blessing does not bring envy,
lust, worry, unbelief, etc. |In the bringing, it does nore than
wish well. One brings by grace because one has received of the
Lord, and brings nore as one grows, and one grows in blessing
because the bl esser is blessed noreso. Cenesis 12:2, 3. (One
seeks nmore of the Lord to have nore with which to bl ess.

"(F)orasnmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye
may excel to the edifying of the church.” 1 Corinthians 14:12

Blessing is a process, as we shall see, and by nature, it manages
to splash all around even as it |eaks on the feet of the Lord's
pail -carrier.

"And | am sure that, when |I cone unto you, | shall conme in the
ful ness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ." Romans 15:29

Bl essi ng and the Beatitudes

The bl essed nmay not yet have the full blessing in hand, but they
are at least on their way to the fullness of the blessing of Cod.
For this reason, one can be "poor in spirit", yet blessed because
"theirs is the kingdom of heaven."™ Matthew 5:3. Simlarly,

t hose who nourn with the things of the kingdom whose charter
reads the | aw of sin and death (Romans 8:2) are bl essed because

t hey seek anot her ki ngdom wherein they w Il be conforted.
Mat t hew 5: 4.

The neek who hunbl e thensel ves to bless |ike the bl essing Father

will inherit Hs earth. Matthew 5:5.

Those who hunger and thirst after righteousness will be filled
because the Father will give abundantly of that which bl esses.
Matt hew 5:5. The nerciful (blessers) will obtain nercy

(bl essing). Matthew 5:6.



Those who bl ess with peace, and as priests of God say, "The Lord
lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace" (Nunbers
6:26), will be called sons of God because they represent the Son
Who travel ed and brought with H m peace. "Peace | |leave with
you, ny peace | give unto you..." John 14:27. Peace cones in the
Son because He reconciled things to Hnself. "And, having made
peace through the blood of his cross, by himto reconcile al
things unto hinself..." Col ossians 1:20

How can it be that ones are bl essed because they are "persecuted
for righteousness' sake" and persecuted and reviled for Jesus'
sake? Matthew 5:10-12. The reward is great in heaven the
scripture says, and there is no alternative but to hold up Jesus
accurately if others are to be bl essed, because "this is life
eternal, that they m ght know thee (the Father, Whom we see in
Jesus, John 14:9) the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whomthou
hast sent." John 17:3

The Lord upholds the blesser with the ability to withstand the
railings of the non-blesser, the contrary. Acts 20:22, 23, Romans
15:1, 1 Corinthians 13:4-8, Gal atians 5:22, Ephesians 4:2,

Col ossians 1:11, 3:12-14. Any that don't bring the doctrine of
Christ are not to be received or "bidden God speed” because in
doi ng so, that one partakes of the evil in not lifting up the
only Source of blessing. Romans 15:29, 2 John 9-11. Jesus
taught that the wheat and tares are to grow up together. Matthew
13: 29. However, Jesus did not bless but rather rebuked Satan,

t he denoni ¢ and sickness (Matthew 4:1-11, Mark 1:25, 8:33, Luke
4:39, Jude 9), so not all things are to be blessed, or even
tolerated. Judgnment, God's mnus sign to evil and harm attends
Hi s ki ngdom of bl essing as protector, as does Hi's judgnent in
neasure, His corrections, that convert and change the neophyte in
bl essing (all of us). Blessing is a higher concept than
tolerance, and it wll either convert or perfect the judgnent of
those who reject the blessing and the Bl esser.

Bl essi ng and Judgnent

"That he who bl esseth hinself in the earth shall bless hinself in
the God of truth..." |saiah 65:16

"(T)he nations shall bless thenselves in him(God), and in him
shall they glory." Jerem ah 4:2

"But he that glorieth, let himglory in the Lord."™ 2 Corinthians
1:17

"For as the Father hath life in hinself; so hath he given to the



Son to have life in hinself." John 5:26

G ven that God and His Son are the source of blessing, eterna
life, and given that God has set atinme |imt on the current
state of affairs which is an adm xture of blessing and cursing,

it follows that those who reject the Lord, the Blessing, wll
eventual |y have no part in H's kingdom of blessing. 1In a sense,

t he dividing nmechani sm God uses for this separation fromHs

ki ngdom i s acceptance or rejection of perfect blessing, Jesus,
the Savior, who also said, "For judgnment | amconme into this
worl d, that they which see not mght see (the needy who see Jesus
are bl essed); and that they which see m ght be nade blind (the

Bl essing seen and rejected produces blindness).” John 9:39. See
al so Luke 13:35, John 3:19, Jerem ah 9:24, 33:15. The Lord is
sun and shield, giver of grace and glory (Psalm84:11), and it
seens as if the Sun of righteousness (Ml achi 4:2) seen w thout
receiving the shield of grace does produce blindness.

"I'f I had not done anobng themthe works which none other man did,
t hey had not had sin: but now have they both seen and hated both
me and ny Father." John 15:24

Love never fails (1 Corinthians 13:8), but the Bl essing |ove
brings is not always received, and therein is also judgnent.

"Reconpense to no man evil for evil... Therefore, if thine eneny
hunger, feed him if he thirst, give himdrink: for in so doing
thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head." Romans 12:17, 20

One may debate whether this scripture neans that bl essing
ext ended yi el ds repentance or judgnent, but | believe both

interpretations are true. It is the goodness of the Lord that
| eads us to repentance. Ronmans 2:4. "W |ove him because he
first loved us.”" 1 John 4:19. He blesses in turning away from

iniquities, but there nust be a turning to enter by way of the
door (John 10:9) to the kingdom of blessing. Acts 3:26.

Bl essing rejected | eaves one no place in a ki ngdom whose very
nature is blessing and life, "Seeing it is a righteous thing with
God to reconpense tribulation to themthat trouble you (the
faithful and charitable).”™ 1 Thessalonians 1:3, 6

Jesus answered those angry at his blessing, his healing work, "MW
Fat her has worked (even) until now. --He has never ceased worKki ng,
He is still working--and | too nust be at (divine) work."” John
5:17, Amplified translation. Until the resolution of rebellion
agai nst blessing in the latter chapters of Revel ation, our sins
affect the restless, blessing Father and H's Christ (Cenesis
20: 6, Judges 10:16, Isaiah 43:24, Hosea 7:13, John 3:16, 17, Acts
9:4), and if one rejects the Blessing, the wath of God abi des on



him John 3:36. |It's as if one falls out of the kingdom of

bl essing and Iife back into the kingdomof the law of sin and its
death (Romans .8:2) that knows not w sdom (Job 28:12, 22), the

ki ngdom one "falls into" by choosing not to |eave it.

Bl essi ng and Judgnental i sm

In a sense, one can see the story of Joseph and his brothers as
one of jealousy over a blessing, starting with a coat. "Now

| srael |oved Joseph nore than all his children, because he was
the son of his old age: and he made hima coat of many colours."”
Genesis 37:3. The story is the famliar one of the brothers
going with an enpty bag to Egypt, having to ask a bl essing from
the brother they sinned against, so typifying our trek to Jesus,
who broke the cycle of cursing with bl essing, as did Joseph, the
forgi ving brother.

Unf or gi veness basically forgets we need nercy oursel ves, says
"stay away" to the work of the cross. To conpare ourselves with
one another is to dishonor God's neasure. 2 Corinthians 10:12,
13, 17, 18. Judge not, |est you bless not, |est you subject
yourself to your own | aw system John 7:24, Matthew 7:1-5,
Romans 14:10-13, 1 Corinthians 4:1-5, Glatians 5. Unforgiveness
wants the wong to stay with the doer of the wong, basically
refuses to let the blessing do its work of separating sin and
sinner, and God won't let us get away with that because Jesus
died to bl ess.

"But Jesus stooped down (a position fromwhich nuch blessing is
done), and with his finger wote on the ground, as though he

heard them not (the accusers of woman taken in adultery).” John
8:6

W're not to judge, just carry the Lord' s blessing, which is a
wonder f ul assi gnnment once we get used to the idea, and it is the

one idea; singlem ndedness is required!

W can't carry judgnent and bl essing in the sane hand, so the

j udgnment al, non-blessing attitude has to be put down, whether it
harbors malice or just clings to the conclusion the sinner wll
cling to his sin out of stubbornness. To judge that another just
won't nmake it is still to judge and doesn't carry the Bl essing.
"But |et your conmunication be, Yea, yea (as to the blessing) ;
Nay, nay (as to the cursing): for whatsoever is nore than these
conmeth of evil." Matthew 5:37. Also Colossians 3:8, "put off
all...filthy communi cation out of your nouth,"” and Ephesi ans
4:29, "Let no corrupt comruni cation proceed out of your nouth,
but that which is good to the use of edifying (blessing), that it
may mnister grace unto the hearers.”

To judge one unworthy of the things of the Lord, and so bring



t hem envy, lust, worry, unbelief, etc. is in some sense to judge
them and when we don't carry Hi s blessings to those for whom He
di ed, we transgress agai nst H m

The Fat her Bl esses Through Jesus and H's Cross

There is a sense in which the cross can be understood as in the
nature of blessing. Jesus blessed, and so was entitled to

bl essings, and H s bl essings are defl ected our way on account of
mercy. The mercy, the gift, the blessings are those of both the
Fat her and Son.

"But unto every one of us is given grace according to the neasure
of the gift of Christ." Ephesians 4:7

"For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eterna
life through Jesus Christ our Lord." Romans 6:23, also John
3:16, "For &God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
son..."

The Father's role is preemnent in such scriptures as Abrahani s
statenent that "God wll provide hinmself a lanb..." (CGenesis
22:8, also Isaiah 53:7, John 1:29, Acts 8:26-39, 1 Corinthians
5:7), and Isaiah's Suffering Servant prophecies; "Behold ny

servant, whom | uphold..." | sai ah 42: 1, also 52:13, 53:11. See
al so Isaiah 63:16. The work of the cross was according to the
Father's will, H s predeterm ned counsel. John 10:18, 18:11

Acts 2:22-24. So we know the Father is deadly serious and
permts, even rewards, suffering in bringing the blessing of
eternal life, in this case sending H s Son Who "resisted unto
bl ood, striving against sin." Hebrews 12:4

The blessing is by the "nmeasure of the gift of Christ"” (Ephesians
4:7) Who receives and flows through bl essings our way, w thout
losing H's blessing - a bride, joy, and other gifts of the Father
to H s Bridegroom

"And | will pray the Father, and he will give you anot her
Conforter, that he may abide with you forever. Even the Spirit
of truth (the prom se received by Jesus of the Father, Acts 2:33,

Gal atians 3:14)...1 will not |eave you confortless: | wll cone
to you...because |I live, ye shall live also. At that day ye
shall know that I amin ny Father, and ye in ne, and | in you

(circle of blessing)." John 14:16-20

"(T)hat he (Jesus) by the grace of God should taste death for
every man (the Bl essing Father staying in the kingdomof |ife;
tasting death is not attributed to the Father). For it becane



him for whomare all things, and by whomare all things, in
bri ngi ng many sons unto glory, to nake the captain of their
sal vation perfect through sufferings.” Hebrews 2:9, 10

The gift is "in Christ Jesus...who hath abolished death, and hath
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel (in
accordance with God's comandnent of the bl essing of eternal

life, Psalm133:3)." 2 Tinothy 1:9, 10. True bl essing that
carries with it eternal lifeis "in Christ Jesus," and such work
is "not in vain in the Lord." 1 Corinthians 15:58.

There is nothing of debt in God's work of salvation. It is "by
grace...through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift
of God: Not of works, lest any man (innately unskilled in

bl essi ng) shoul d boast (and understate the blessing)." Ephesians
2:8, 9. This is generally the tenor of God's discussion wth Job
in chapters 38-42 in which He explains it is H's universe and
only He is capable of running it, specifically 41:11, "Wo

has first given to Me, that | should repay hinf? Watever is
under the whole heavens is Mne." Anplified translation, which
adds parenthetically, "Therefore, who can have a cl ai m agai nst
God...?" Also Romans 11:35. So we nust cone to the Father not
as debt collectors but as famly nmenbers comng to the Source of
bl essi ng.

There is nmuch to enpty-handedness in receiving blessing of the
Fat her, which |I believe we see in such stories as the healing of
the man blind frombirth. John 9. "(One thing I know, that,
whereas | was blind, now !l see.” John 9:25. Wen we go to the
Father in prayer with the attitude that we are trying to westle
mercy fromH m we forget that He is the Source of blessing. The
"l ess is blessed of the better” (Hebrews 7:7), and all we can
bring Hmis the truth of H's blessing. Wen we, the |esser,

bl ess God, all that we can bring is what He gave us, which is why
we approach Hmin the name of His Son.

Yet God bl esses and reliably so, and Jesus "for the joy that was
set before himendured the cross, despising the shanme..."

Hebrews 12:2. It was "through death he m ght destroy himthat
had the power of death, that is, the devil" (Hebrews 2:14), and

i n abandoning Hi nself to death, relying on the Father to raise

H mfromthe dead, Jesus in deed speaks nore than vol unes on the
reliability of the Father to bl ess those about the Father's

busi ness of blessing. Jesus spoke of the Father continuing with
Hmto the tinme of the cross in John 16:32, and an angel canme and
strengthened Hmin the garden. Luke 22:43.

The witer of Hebrews seem ngly speaks of the work of the Trinity
in the sacrifice in speaking of the "blood of Christ, who through
the eternal Spirit offered hinself wthout spot to God..."

Hebrews 9:14. Yet, there was a tinme in which Jesus was very much
al one and shouted, "God, ny God (the repetition may refer to the
Father and Holy Spirit), why hast thou forsaken ne?" Mark 15: 34.



See al so Hebrews 1:3. Yet, "his soul was not left in hell,
neither his flesh did see corruption.”™ Acts 2:31, also Psalm
16:10. Galatians 1:1 speaks of "God the Father, who raised him
(Jesus) fromthe dead," it being necessary that the Father stay
in the kingdomof life. See also John 14:28, Acts 2:24-27, 32,
3:15, 5:30, 10:40, 17:30, 31, Romans 6:4, 10:9, 1 Corinthians
15: 15, 2 Corinthians 4:14, Ephesians 1:17, 20, Hebrews 5:5-7,
13: 20, 1 Peter 3:18, Revelation 1:5; conpare John 2:19, 10:18.

Jesus understood the prophecies of His resurrection, inplicit in
| sai ah 53:10-12 that speak of the Suffering Servant yielding
seed, dividing the spoil, etc. It is part of the intercessor's
reward to have new famly.

"I wll declare thy name unto ny brethren..." Psalm 22:22, also
Hebrews 2:12.

"Behold, I and the children whomthe Lord hath given ne..."
| sai ah 8:18, also Hebrews 2:13.

The resurrected Christ spoke of his disciples as brethren
(Matthew 28:10) and said, "go to ny brethren, and say unto them
| ascend unto ny Father and your Father; and to ny God and your
God." John 20:17. At the Son's Coronation cel ebration, the

Fat her says to the Son, "0 God" ("the Wrd was God." John 1:1),
yet in speaking to the Son refers to Hnself as "thy God."
Hebrews 1:8, 9. Jesus was resurrected to receive H s bl essing,
and to bless the Father. His resurrection proves His authority
to bless as One sent of the Father. John 2:18-22. On His all-
i mportant resurrection hung our bl essing.

"Bl essed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
according to his abundant nmercy hath begotten us again unto a
lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ fromthe dead." 1
Peter 1:3, also Romans 8:29, Hebrews 12:23

"(B)ecause | live, ye shall live also.” John 14:19

“And now cone | to thee; and these things | speak in the world,
that they m ght have ny joy fulfilled in thenmselves.” John
17: 13, al so Romans 5:11

The Fat her made Jesus "full of joy with (H's) countenance" (Acts
2:28, Psalm 16:11) and "anointed (Hn with the oil of gladness
above (Hs) fellows.”™ Hebrews 1:9



Yet there is another aspect to the story that deserves careful
meditation, nanely that it appears to have been the Father's role
(Who el se woul d have the authority?) to confess the sins of the
world on H' s head, and so purchase the nercy, our blessing, out
of judgnent borne by Jesus."”

"(A)nd the Lord hath laid on himthe iniquity of us all... Yet it
pl eased the Lord to bruise him he hath put himto grief: when
thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his
seed (new, born again, famly of God), he shall prolong his days,
and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. He shal
see the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his

know edge shall ny righteous servant justify many; for he shal
bear their iniquities. Therefore will | divide hima portion
with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was
nunbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and
made intercession (to the Father) for the transgressors.” |saiah
53:6, 10-12. See also Genesis 22:8, Leviticus 16, 2 Corinthians
5:21, Galatians 3:13 ("Christ hath redeened us fromthe curse of
the | aw, being made a curse for us...")

Jesus "committed hinself to himthat judgeth righteously” (1
Peter 2:23) and arose as the Suffering Servant of the Father to
bl ess the Father, so putting to rest forever Satan's taunt that
the suffering will curse and not bless God. Job 1:11, 2:5. One
has to see the righteous judgnent of the Father borne by Jesus to
fully partake of Hi s bl essings.

After Jesus' ascension, "they worshipped Hm and returned to
Jerusalemwith great joy: And were continually in the tenple,

prai sing and bl essing God. Anen." Luke 24:52, 53. Just before
Hi s ascensi on, Jesus had been expl ai ning, even denonstrating this
busi ness of blessing which is the activity of the Father's

ki ngdom (Hi s grace).

"And he led themout as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his
hands, and bl essed them And it came to pass, while he bl essed
them he was parted fromthem and carried up into heaven." Luke
24: 50, 51.

See al so Nunbers 6:24-27, the blessing of the priests on the
peopl e of God, and Jesus' High Priestly prayer of John 17.

Jesus is now "over all, God blessed for ever: Amen." Romans 9:5,
whi ch reads "God eul ogi zed forever,"” in the Wiest transl ation.
Al so Psal m45:2. There are many scriptures that describe Jesus
in the sense of blessed, a recipient of blessings fromthe

Fat her. For exanple, see lIsaiah 11:2-5, Luke 1:42, 2:40, 4:18,
John 3:34, 35, 5:18-21, 26, 30, 6:57, 8:26, 38, 10:29, 12:13,



14:10, 28, 17:2-5, Acts 2:28, 33, 36, 1 Corinthians 15:27, 28,
Col ossians 1:18, 19, Hebrews 1:2-5, 8, 9, 5:5, Revelation 2:26,
27. And so it should be since "Bl essings are upon the head of
the just..."(Proverb 10:6), and Jesus the Just (Acts 3:14, Rev.
15:3) is head of the man (1 Corinthians 11:3), the church

(Ephesi ans 4:15, 5:23, Colossians 2:19) and all principality and
power. Col ossians 2:10, Ephesians 6:10-18. Jesus is "appointed
heir of all things" (Hebrews 1:2) by the Father, an inheritance
whi ch includes believers as H's bride. John 3:29-34, Romans 7: 4,
Revel ation 19:9, 22:17.

"The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,...is blessed for
evernore..." 2 Corinthians 11:31; this reads "who is the

Eul ogi zed One forever,"” in the Wiest translation. Jesus is the
head of the body, the church, but the Father is Jesus' head, and
so Head of the famly. 1 Corinthians 11:3. The work of the
cross was to establish the famly of God and provide the door
(John 10:9), the way (John 14:6) back into the Father's ki ngdom
of life.

VWiile it is true that "God (the Father, as well as Jesus) so

| oved the world... "(John 3:16), there is also an aspect to the
story of the cross that sinply shows Jesus bl essing the Father
with the work. Jesus was and is the "faithful w tness”

(Revel ation 1:5) "cone...to do thy will, O God" (Hebrews 10:7)
and glorify the Father on the earth. Jesus taught that we are to
I et our light shine and nmen see our good works, and so glorify
the Father. WMatthew 5:16. H's works were in the nane of the

Fat her. John 5:43, 10:25, 17:26. He did nothing w thout
directions and authority fromthe Father. Luke 22:42, John 5:17-
21, 30, 36, 43, 8:26-29, 10:18, 25, 32, 37, 38, 12:44-50, 13:3,
14:10, 11, 24, 31, 15:10, 15, 24, 16:23-28, 17:8, 1 Corinthians
15:27. He even said that to see Hmis to see the Father. John
12: 45, 14:9-11, Colossians 1:15, Hebrews 1:3. See al so John

15: 21, 16:2, 3, 1 John 2:23.

H's Hgh Priestly prayer of John 17 is one of a blessing of the
Fat her, yet based on a process of blessing, that included Hi nself
and the famly of believers.

"I have glorified thee on the earth: | have finished the work
whi ch thou gavest me to do." John 17:4, which even speaks of
Jesus' works as a gift of the Father, rem niscent of such
scriptures as Ephesians 2.10: "For we are his workmanshi p,
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordai ned that we should walk in them" The Son was "Jesus of
Nazareth, a man approved of God anbng you by mracles and wonders
and signs, which God did by himin the mdst of you..." Acts
2:22

Jesus said He had glorified the Father, but prayed that this
woul d continue after His resurrection in a way that involved H m
and His bride, the church.



"Father,...glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify
thee..." John 17:1. See also John 8:47-58, 12:26-28, 16:13-15,
Romans 15:5-7, 16:27, Philippians 2:5-11

"And all mne are thine, and thine are mne; and | amaglorified
in them" John 17:10. See al so John 12:26, 14:12-14, 15:7, 8,
Phi |'i ppi ans 2:12-16, 2 Thessal oni ans 1:10

An exanple of the Blessing Christ being glorified "in themt after
H's resurrection is the healing of the man at the gate called
Beautiful. Peter explained as foll ows:

"The God of Abraham and of |saac, and of Jacob, the God of our
fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus... And his nanme through
faith in his nanme (faith works, brings the blessing, by |ove,
Gal atians 5:6) hath made this man strong...(T)hat by the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth,...whom God raised fromthe dead, even
by himdoth this man stand before you whole." Acts 3:13, 16,
4:10

God is still in the healing (blessing) business through Christ.
Matt hew 8: 17, Mark 16:17, 18, 1 Peter 2:24, also Janes 5:15, "And
the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise
himup..."

Who bl essed first? Ws it the Father in conmandi ng the bl essing
(Psalm 133:3), or in that Jesus and the Father are one (John

17: 11, 22), is the foot race (the foot-washing race of a servant,
John 13:3-5) to bless first always a tie in heaven? I|n any
event, the story of the cross tells us of a stream of bl essing
bet ween the Father and Son and the Holy Spirit, and it is in that
streamwe are to participate, as bl essed and bl esser.

"Worthy is the Lanb (crowned with glory and honour, Hebrews 2:9)
that was slain to receive power, and riches, and w sdom and
strength, and honour, and glory and bl essing...Blessing, and
honour, and glory, and power, be unto himthat sitteth upon the
throne, and unto the Lanb for ever and ever." Revelation 5:12

The Abraham ¢ Covenant and the Bless-Only Principle

The Abrahami c covenant is an "everlasting covenant” (CGenesis
17:19) that pre-dated the law and its curse fromwhich Chri st
redeemed us. Galatians 3. As discussed in the introduction,
bel i eve the Abraham c covenant continues to operate under what
may be called the "bless-only principle.”



"And | will nake of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee,
and make thy nanme great; and thou shalt a blessing: And | wll
bl ess themthat bless thee, curse himthat curseth thee: and in
t hee shall all famlies of the earth be bl essed."

Genesis 12:2, 3

In this statenent to Father Abraham | believe God described the
essential principles of the working of H s ki ngdom

These foundational scriptures about the Father's ki ngdom of
blessing tell us that it is the Father (or Trinity) who starts
the bl essing process. "I will bless,” He says nore than once,
and ot her scriptures confirmthat the agreenent is that God wll
bl ess and not curse Jesus and the rest of Abraham s famly.
Genesis 22:17, Psalm 72:17, Romans 8:34-39, Romans 9:5-8, 33,
Hebrews 6:13-15. God is the source of blessing: "That he who

bl esseth hinself in the earth shall bless hinself in the God of
truth..."” Isaiah 65:16: "(T)he nations shall bless thenselves in
him and in himshall they glory." Jeremah 4:2

As children of Abraham (spiritual children, Galatians 3:7-16, 19,
29) who are to be a "blessing"” according to Genesis 12:2, we are
not to ook to man to reconpense, else we are not operating under
this principle of grace, not believing the Lord will bless.
However, the Lord works through H's creation (saint and sinner
al i ke; He can even nmake Hi s enem es prophesy truth as in the case
of Cai aphas. John 11:49-53), and prom ses that man will "give
into your bosom" Luke 6:38. The servant is to be obedient to a
master, "in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ;...Know ng

t hat what soever good thing any man doeth, the sane shall he
receive of the Lord..." Ephesians 6:5-8. See al so Col ossi ans
3:23, 24, 4:1. Jesus told the Pharisees that they m ssed the

bl essi ng because they invited to their feasts those who could
reconpense. They should have invited the poor, the lane, etc.,
"And thou shalt be bl essed; for they cannot reconpense..." Luke
14:14. See also Matthew 6:5, 6, 7:11, 25:34-36.

However, God uses (makes) people who will bless like Hm and so
bl essing is a process (stream that involves the fam |y nenber as
bot h bl essed and bl esser, Jesus being the perfect (and perfected,
Hebrews 2:10) exanple. The Abraham c covenant foretold that the
bl essed woul d al so be nmade a bl esser; thou shalt be a

bl essing...and in thee shall all famlies of the earth be

bl essed.” It was the New Covenant wherein God would wite the

| aw of love in the hearts and m nds (Hebrews 8:10-12 and 10: 16,
17), resulting in the "new creature” (2 Corinthians 5:17)
"renewed in know edge after the image of himthat created hinf
(Col ossians 3:10), being "confornmed to the inmage of His Son."
Romans 8:29. W can love |ike God being born of God. 1 Peter
1:22, 23.



For as the body is one, and hath many nenbers, and all the
menbers of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is
Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body,
whet her we be Jews or Centiles, whether we be bond or free; and
have been all made to drink into one Spirit." 1 Corinthians
12:12, 13. See also Romans 6:3, Gal atians 3:27

This "new creature” is ultimately the fulfillment of the prom se
to Abraham "and thou shalt be a blessing.” It was "in thee"
that the famlies of the earth are to be bl essed, neaning
specifically Jesus the seed of Abraham and those "in Christ" who
are also the seed of Abraham by faith and recipients of the

prom se to Abraham and Jesus, the Holy Spirit. Genesis 17:7,
22:18, Matthew 1:1, Luke 1:72, 73, 24:49, Acts 2:33 3:25, 26,
Romans 2:28, 29, 4:16-21, 9:6-8, Glatians 3:7-16, 19, 29, 6:15,
16, Hebrews 2:16.

The Holy Spirit is, |ike Jesus, under the authority of the Father
Who commands the bl essing (Psalm 133:3). John 14:16, 26, 15: 26,
16: 13, Acts 10: 38, Romans 8:27, 1 Thessalonians 4:3, also Janes
4:5 which according to the New International Version and West
transl ations depict the Holy Spirit as being caused to dwell or
live in the believer. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of power to
bl ess.

"How God anoi nted Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy CGhost and with
power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were
oppressed by the devil; for God was with him" Acts 10: 38

The Bl essi ng- For- A-Bl essing Principle

The Abrahami c covenant tells us we are to bless Abrahamto yield
God's blessing; "And | will bless themthat bless thee." Genesis
12:3. Once we see that Abrahamis famly is truly the entire
famly of faith, we can see this prom se in such scriptures as

t he foll ow ng:

"I nasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the | east of these ny
brethren, ye have done it unto ne." Matthew 25:40, see al so
| sai ah 58.

"Whosoever shall receive one of such children in ny nane,

recei veth me: and whosoever shall receive ne, receiveth not ne,
but himthat sent ne." Mark 9:37, also Matthew 9:5. See al so
Mark 9:38-41

There are many scriptures in the Add and New Testanents that



speak of being bl essed for blessing.

"The liberal soul (literally, soul of blessing) shall be made
fat; and he that watereth (bl esses) shall be watered (bl essed)
also himself. Proverb 11:25

"He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed; For he giveth of
his bread to the poor."™ Proverb 22:9

"For thou, Lord, wilt bless the righteous; with favour wilt thou
conpass himas with a shield.” Psalmb5:12

"Bl essed are the nerciful: for they shall obtain nercy."” Matthew
5:7, also Psalm 18: 25

"I'f any man desire to be first (nost blessed) the sane shall be
| ast of all and servant of all (one who blesses the nost). Mark
9:35, a principle that puts Jesus at the head of the line, both
the Iine of giving and receiving bl essing.

"Gve and it shall be given unto you (although there is nore

bl essing in the giving than in receiving, Acts 20:35); good
nmeasure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over,
shall nmen give into your bosom For with the sane nmeasure that
ye nete withal it shall be neasured to you again." Luke 6: 38,
al so see verses 31-37

"And (God) Who provides seed for the sower and bread for eating
will also provide and nultiply your (resources for) sow ng, and
increase the fruits of your righteousness (which manifests itself
in active goodness, kindness, and charity)."” 2 Corinthians 9:10,
Amplified translation.

"Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but
contrariw se bl essing; know ng that ye are thereunto called, that
ye should inherit a blessing." 1 Peter 3:9

We see the blessing-for-a-blessing principle at the exaltation of
Jesus (the Bl essed, Luke 1:42, John 12:13), Who said "Therefore
doth ny Father |ove me, because | lay down ny life, that | m ght
take it again."” John 10:17. Jesus "for the joy that was set
before himendured the cross...and is set down at the right hand
of the throne of God." Hebrews 12:2. Jesus was prophesied to
divide the spoil with the strong (Isaiah 53:12), was "anointed
with the oil of gladness above (H s) fellows" (Hebrews 1:9), was



“crowned with glory and honour"” (Hebrews 2:9), was nade known
"the ways of life" and nade "full of joy with thy (the Father's)
count enance"” (Acts 2:28), and is com ng back for the church, the
bride that the Father gave Hm The resurrected Christ told his
disciples, "...as ny Father hath sent nme (to bless), even so
send | you." John 20:21

Even Fat her Abraham whom God prom sed to nmake a bl essing (CGenesis
12:2) was bl essed for blessing, for giving that which he | oved
nost in sacrifice to God.

"By nyself have | sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou hast
done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son
(I'saac), That in blessing | will bless thee, and in nmultiplying |
will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the
sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the
gate of his enemes; And in thy seed shall all the nations of
the earth be bl essed; because thou hast obeyed ny voice."

CGenesi s 22:16-18

W see it also in the manifold bl essing on Sol onon who prayed for
wi sdom in running, blessing, his kingdom (1 Kings 3 and 4), and
Moses the deliverer who appeared as bl essed on the Munt of
Transfiguration. Mtthew 17:3. Mses esteened "the reproach of
Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had
respect unto the reconpence of the reward.” Hebrews 11: 26.

| believe we see the blessing-for-a-blessing principle at work in
t he thanksgi ving and praise of the grateful |eper who is made
whol e (Luke 17:11-19), and the Shunamm te woman who is bl essed
with a child because of her hospitality to God's prophet. 2
Kings 4:8-37, 8:1-6. See also | Sanuel 1 and 2:21, 1 Kings 17:7-
24. Al so, Job was heal ed when he prayed for (blessed) his
friends who berated him Job 42:4-10. W are told to bless one
anot her with prayers of healing and asking the Father for

anot her's forgiveness. Mark 16:18, Janes 5:14-18, 1 John 5:16.
It is not so easily seen, but | believe we see the bl essing-for-
a-blessing principle at work even in the story of the
Syropheni ci an wonman who progressed to the point of blessing in
meki ng sinple, truthful declarations about Jesus. Matthew 15:21-
28, Mark 7;24-30. Jesus told her it was "not neet to take the
children's bread, and cast it unto the dogs (pet or household
dogs according to the Wiest translation and numerous
commentators).” Mark 7.27. Jesus broke down this wall between
Jew and Gentile (Ephesians 2:11-22, Col ossians 3:11), yet the
wal | existed then which was acknow edged by this distraught

not her. Yet Jesus' statenent started her in the way of truth,
nanmely that she was at |east in the household. She blessed back
in acknow edging that the Lord is a good Master Wio takes care of
his entire househol d, even pets. She al so spoke highly of H's
power in saying the least little crunb fromthe Master's table
was enough to heal her daughter. Jesus said, "O worman, great is



thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter
was nade whole fromthat very hour."” Matthew 15:28. She had

bl essed the Lord and Jesus spoke of her faith, and |I believe the
two, blessing and faith, are closely related; faith "worketh by
love.” (@alatians 5:6.

The Curse-For-A-Curse Principle

The prom se to "curse those who curse you (Abraham "GCenesis
12:3) is seen in the physical malady that struck the entire
househol d of Abi nel ech when he took Sarah into his harem

CGenesis 20. Abrahamand his wife Sarah were famly, and God told
Abi nrel ech a sin against themis a sin "against ne." GCenesis

20: 6.

Simlarly, Jesus asked Paul on the road to Damascus, "why
persecutest thou me?" To persecute His church is to persecute

H m Jesus said, and | believe Paul passed this |esson on to the
Corinthian church who in their irreverence and m streatnent of
one another were mstreating Christ, as we discuss below. \Wile
Jesus taught that to receive children in H's name was to receive
H m he also warned that "whoso shall offend one of these little
ones which believe in nme, it were better for himthat a m || stone
wer e hanged around his neck, and that he were drowned in the
depth of the sea.”" Matthew 18:6. See also Matthews 25: 31-46.
don't believe such stern warnings can be | essened by an

expl anation that Jesus operated "under the law." | believe He

al so spoke of a basic principle of H's Father's ki ngdom expressed
in the Abraham c covenant, a curse-for-a-curse principle that
still persists.

Clearly the born-again believer is still capable of cursing.
Romans 12:14. For exanple, James warns agai nst using the nouth
to bless God the Father, then curse "nen, made after the
simlitude of God." Janmes 3:9. He also told them "For he shal
have judgnment w thout nercy that hath shewed no nmercy; for nercy
rejoi ceth agai nst (prevails against) judgnment." Janes 2:13.

Paul taught that "he that doeth wong shall receive for the wong
whi ch he hath done: and there is no respect of persons.”

Col ossians 3:25. See also Galatians 6:7-9. Paul told the
Cori nt hian church, born-again believers, that they were dying
prematurely and were sick because they failed to discern the
Lord's body. 1 Corinthians 11:29-34. The context is not only
one of a lack of reverence but "divisions" and m streatnent of

t he poor nenbers of the church. 1 Corinthians 1:10, 11, 17, 18,
21, 22, 33. The Lord's Supper is to show forth his death until
He cones (1 Corinthians 11:26). Hi s death was once for al
(Hebrews 9 and 10), and to discern H's body is to show forth the
death for the entire body of believers. Romans 12:4, 5, 1
Corinthians 10: 17, 12:13, 25-27, Ephesians 1:23, 4:1-6, 25, 5:23,
30, Colossians 1:18, 24, 2.19, 3:15. One has to beware of
cursing any nenber of the body in the very sane manner as cursing



Jesus. | believe not discerning the body of believers may
account for nuch of the sickness in the church, whether the
particulars of the rock throwing are intra- or inter-

denom nati onal

"The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the comuni on of
the bl ood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the
communi on of the body of Christ?

For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we

are all partakers of that one bread. 1 Corinthians
[:16, 17

Bl essi ng Back As a Responsibility

Jesus taught that the Sabbath rest did not nean that one does not
bl ess and heal on the Sabbath. John 5. He taught in the parable
of the talents that there sinply is no alternative but to bless
and increase. Mtthew 25:27-29. Simlarly, in the parable of
the unfaithful servant, Jesus taught that the servant found doing
the Lord's work is blessed (Luke 12:43), and "unto whonsoever
much is given, of himshall be nmuch required: and to whom nen
have comm tted much, of himthey will ask the nore." Luke 12:48.
Simlarly, "the kingdomof God shall be taken fromyou (bl essed
vi neyard keepers who did not yield fruit to the Father, Matthew
21:34-39), and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits

t hereof (such as |ove, joy, peace... @Glatians 5:22). Mtthew

21: 43.

Bl essings of the Lord have to do with His |ife, and bl essings
| eft undone are serious business in the Father's ki ngdom

"If thou forbear to deliver themthat are drawn unto

death, and those that are ready to be slain; |If thou

sayest, Behold, we knew it not; doth not he that

pondereth the heart consider it? and he that keepeth thy soul,
doth not he render to every man according to his works?" Proverb
24:11, 12. See also Proverb 3:27, 28, Mtthew 23: 23

Janmes 4:17 tells us, "to himthat knoweth to do good, and doeth
it not, to himit is sin." Janmes also acknow edged no
alternative but to be a "doer of the word." Janes 1:22.

The Abrahani ¢ covenant we've discussed (Cenesis 12:2, 3) also
acknow edges only bl essing and cursing.

The scriptural teaching is that except for sonme brief respites in
i gnorance, with the gift, the blessing, cones the responsibility
to do sonething with it, the bless-back principle. For exanple,
confort in tribulation is to be passed on as confort to others.



2 Corinthians |:3-7. Blessing is to yield a response, and given
the ability by God, there is a "response-ability." There
basically 1s no acceptable "blessing | evel zero," only blessing
and cursing.

"But | never know ngly hurt anyone,"” sone say, but God woul d say,
"But | made (or can meke) you a blessing, as | prom sed Abraham ™"
Cenesis 12:2. W are to do unto others, nicely and first, there
being no alternative given a God Wio bl esses and denmands
participation if one is to enter into H s kingdom of bl essing.

"(B)ut thou shalt I|ove thy neighbour as thyself: | amthe Lord
(Who bl esses)." Leviticus 19:18, also Matthew 22: 39.

"And as ye would that men should do to you (bless), do
ye also unto themlikew se (bless)." Luke 6:31

Learning to Bl ess the Hard Wy

Jonah | earned the bless-only. principle of the Father's kingdom
fromthe belly of the whale, saying "They that observe |ying
vanities forsake their own nmercy. But | wll sacrifice unto thee
with the voice of thanksgiving." Jonah 2:8, 9.

Thanksgiving is very nuch a part of the bless-only principle, and
| believe we see it at work in the grateful |eper nade whol e when
he returned to give thanks. Luke 17:11-19. To forget the

forgi veness and nercies extended by God is to commt the sin of
ingratitude. "Qur fathers... renmenbered not the nultitude of thy
nmerci es; but provoked himat the sea, even at the Red Sea."
Psal m 106: 7. We "shoul d shew forth the praises of himwho hath
called (us) out of darkness into his marvellous light: Wich in
time past were not a people, but are now the people of Cod:

whi ch had not obtained nmercy, but now have obtained nercy."

1 Peter 2:9, 10.

Jonah was catching onto one of the first principles of blessing
when he nentioned that they nust not "forsake their own nmercy."
Those who need nercy, and that's all of us, nust believe in
nmercy, even love nmercy. Mcah suns it up saying one should do
right, love nmercy and wal k hunbly with God. M cah 6:6

Yet even after blessing the N nevites such that they turned to
God, Jonah conplained to God of H's nercy, and so God taught
Jonah, gently but firmly, about nercy. He did it by nmeans of a
sinpl e gourd for shade that bl essed one day and was taken away
the next. Jonah 4. The result was too much sun. The Lord is
our sun and shield (Psal m84:11), but here the shade was

wi thdrawn for a brief tine. There was too little protection and
a brief nedical problem a fainting spell. This was the "l ab"
portion of God's |esson of blessing, which He followed up with a



| ecture: "should not | spare N neveh, that great city, wherein
are nore than six-score thousand persons that cannot discern
between their right hand and their left hand (children); and al so
much cattle? Jonah 4:11.

| f the Father wants to bl ess soneone through us, He shouldn't
have to go around us, knock us down or tuck us away in the "belly
of hell™ (Jonah 2:8) until we learn nercy (blessing) really is a
good thing, sonething we all need.

Blessing in All Directions

| once wote a short novel, Saint Shorty, where a |ady jail
chapl ain has the foll ow ng pl aque.

Repent ance, or Grace is a Lady

"Can | see Grace?," asked the prisoner?

"Grace is a lady," said the receptionist.

"Do you have an appoi nt nent ?"

"How do you nake an appointnent with G ace?"

"All you have to do is cancel your other appointnents,
reply.

"' ma prisoner. | have no other appointnents,” he said.
“I"l'l call Grace," said the receptionist.

was t he

| f we nake an appointnment with Gace and accept the salvation
offered us in Christ, the question becones how we're to act, and
| think a fair summary m ght be that we're to "bless in al
directions" as evidence of our freedom

| recall a novie, "Loneliness of the Long Di stance Runner,"” in
which a prison inmate refused to finish a small but seem ngly

i nportant race because he was afraid his warden woul d | ook good.
Sonmehow he feared that woul d make him |l ook bad for vol unteering
somet hi ng good. He coul d have hel ped hinsel f, but he didn't
because he was afraid to bless the warden. This is truly a
prisoner, the existential hero who exalts his omn will to his own
harm and the harm of others, yet not untypical of attitudes at

t he wor kpl ace and el sewhere. One |ooks all around and fears to
bl ess for fear of conparisons, but looking in the single
direction of the Blessing, it's not a problemto bless al

around, in all directions.

Jesus clearly laid out blessing in all directions as the child's
mai n concern in order that he or she be like the Father in
heaven.

"Love your enenies, bless themthat curse you, do good to them
that hate you (Jesus even heal ed his enem es, Luke 22:51) and
pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you, That



ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he
maketh the sun to rise on (bl esses) the evil and on the good, and
sendeth rain on (blesses) the just and the unjust. For if ye

| ove them which | ove you, what reward have ye?...Be ye therefore
perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect."

Mat t hew 5:44-48. See also Acts 14:17, Romans 12:14, 1
Corinthians 4:12, Janes 1:20

By anal ogy to Jesus' charge that famly is to bless |like the
Father's light and rain, the child should bless in al
directions, all the time, as best he or she can, |ike the Father
Who makes us a blessing in Christ, according to His promse to
Abraham "thou shalt be a blessing.” Genesis 12:2

"Therefore, ny beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unnopveabl e,

al ways abounding in the work of the Lord, forasnuch as ye know

t hat your | abour (your blessing) is not in vainin the Lord." 1
Corint hi ans 15: 58

The Father Blessing "All in All"

The heart of the Father and Son in blessing is clearly seen in
the follow ng scripture.

"At the very hour (of the healings by the seventy) He (Jesus)
rej oi ced exceedingly, this rejoicing being energized by the Holy
Spirit, and said, | give praise to you, openly and fromthe
heart, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you hid these
(bl essing) things fromthe wi se and the | earned, and uncovered
themto the untaught (whom You can teach to bless as You bless)."
Luke 10: 21, Wiest translation but parenthetical inserts are the
aut hor' s.

Who will separate us fromthe blessing? Certainly not the Father
or Son.

"He that spared not his own Son, but delivered himup for us all,
how shall he not wwth himalso freely give us all things? Wo
shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is CGod that
justifieth. Wwo is he that condemmeth? It is Christ that died,
yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of
God, who al so naketh intercession for us...Neither height, nor
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from
the (bl essing and) |ove of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord."” Romans 8:32-34, 39

"Behold, | stand at the door (with a blessing), and knock..."



Revel ati on 3: 20

The end is One of perfect blessing in the New Jerusalemin which
there is no curse. Revelation 22:3

"Bl essed are they that do his commandnents, that they may have
right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates
into the city. For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and

whor enongers, and nurderers, and idol aters, and whosoever |oveth
and maketh a lie (a notley crew of non-bl essers who rather chose
the way of the curse)...And the Spirit and the bride say, Cone.
And | et himthat heareth say, Conme. And let himthat is athirst
come. And whosoever will, let himtake the (blessing of) the
water of life freely.” Revelation 22:14, 15, 17

"And when all things (that curse) shall be subdued unto him then
shall the Son al so hinself be subject unto himthat put al

t hings under him that God may be (blessing) all inall.” 1
Cori nt hi ans 15: 28



